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Q3 2025 Updates & Accomplishments

ACCESSIBILITY WORKSHOP ENCOURAGES NEW PERSPECTIVE

The second in a series of training workshops hosted by NoCo Places
was held in September in Longmont. These training workshops are
designed for the staff of participating NoCo agencies to learn and
share ideas around meaningful engagement in equity, diversity, and
inclusion work in the region.

This workshop, entitled “Making the Outdoors Accessible for People
with Disabilities”, was facilitated by Keystone Policy Center. Held

at Pella Crossing Park in Longmont, the workshop began with
presentations from multiple facilitators.

* Topher Downham, Omni Accessible

* Kelsey Devereaux, Every Body Outside Consulting

* LinsiAn Loadman-Copeland, The Traveling Gnomes
* Chantelle Shoaee, Camp Always Choose Adventures
¢ Michael Stone, Blindfulness

The presentations covered an orientation to accessible recreation
including an overview of best terminology and etiquette, working
through scenarios in small groups, and roundtable sharing of
ongoing accessibility work in the region.

Next, the group took advantage of the outdoor location to engage
in experiential learning. Each facilitator led small groups on the trail
and enabled participants to use a wheelchair on a crusher fine trail,
use vision impairment simulation glasses and a cane, or walk with an
oxygen backpack.

The last part of the day was spent in breakout groups
discussing action planning for NoCo Places.

Next up in the workshop series is a training session on
building inclusive partnerships. For more information or to
join the next session on Oct. 21, contact John Hannon at
JohnHannon@HJHsolutionsllc.com

Participants try out wheelchairs on a crusher fine trail
surface while others use vision impairment simulation
glasses and a cane to navigate the trail.

Chantelle Shoaee from Camp Always Choose Adventures
shows specially adapted backpack for oxygen
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UNAUTHORIZED TRAILS MAPPING PROJECT

The next phase of our unauthorized trails project continues to move
forward as RRC Associates nears the completion of the data dashboard.
Upon completion of the dashboard the next step will be to develop
criteria for the prioritization of actions for each trail. NoCo staff will work
with each agency on the trails in their jurisdiction, and NoCo stakeholders
will be involved in conversations about the future of these trails.

Restoration, continued monitoring, or adoption as part of the formal trail
system will be considered for these trails as NoCo works through this
process.

SNEAK PEEK! NOCO PLACES TRAIL
AMBASSADOR PROGRAM

NoCo Places is planning to launch a Trail Ambassador Program to enhance the visitor
experience while protecting habitat and wildlife resources across high-use recreation
sites in north-central Colorado. Ambassadors will staff some of the busiest trailheads and
impacted corridors across the NoCo region.

This program will have a broader reach beyond the trailhead. While volunteers will engage
visitors with up-to-date trail and area information, share safety messages, encourage

trail etiquette, and reinforce Leave No Trace principles, they will also perform light trail
maintenance (e.g., clearing small debris, cleaning up litter, reporting hazards), collect
standardized visitor-use and resource-condition data for land managers, and hand out spill
kits to visitors on OHVs.

This on-the-ground approach is designed to mitigate impacts from high-use while
improving the quality, safety, and equity of outdoor experiences at these iconic
destinations. Protecting natural resources and wildlife is the program’s core objective.

NoCo Places has submitted for grant funding for this effort in the current CPW RPI
Implementation Grant. To jump start this program, NoCo Places will partner with groups
such as Larimer County Conservation Corps and Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado. As
the model proves effective over the first operating season, NoCo Places will expand
ambassador coverage through a robust volunteer recruitment pipeline and training
curriculum, allowing the project to be scaled to more sites and longer seasons. The

goal is to engage volunteers with a variety of skills and recreational interests, and teach
stewardship to all visitors.
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NOCO PLACES WEBSITE ADDITIONS

The NoCo Places EDI work group has developed a helpful digital resource that narrows down
options for outdoor opportunities in the region. This resource, called Outdoor Opportunities
for All, is for agency staff and community members to utilize when looking for activities such
as outdoor education programs, volunteering opportunities, or school field trips. It provides

an easy way to search for detailed program desires or needs in the NoCo region.

The programs and activities can be searched via a set of filters, offering options for search

by program type, age range, the county you live in, agency name, virtual or in-person, or by
season.

Each specific opportunity displays brief details and a link to the host agency’s page for more
information and registration.

The page is also available in Spanish via the language switcher in the main menu.

View the Resource Hub
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https://www.nocoplaces.com/outdoor-opportunities-for-all/
https://www.nocoplaces.com/outdoor-opportunities-for-all/

WEBSITE ADDITIONS CONTINUED

Lefthand Canyon Stakeholder Engagement
NoCo Places is providing facilitation support for discussions addressing how best to reopen
the Lefthand Canyon area near Boulder to motorized recreation post-2013 flooding. The
coalition’s involvement is designed to maintain engagement, continuity, and productive
dialogue, enabling the group to continue its work in partnership with the Forest Service and
regional partners to address motorized recreation and the current recreation use in the area
while maintaining the broader conservation concerns.

For additional context and background, Keystone Policy Center developed a report on the
first series of Lefthand Canyon area stakeholder dialogues.

NoCo Places has a new webpage dedicated to this effort, and the stakeholder meeting

View Lefthand Canyon Stakeholder
Engagement Page and Report

report can be found there.

New Letters of Support Request Form

NoCo Places has a new process for receiving letters of support requests from NoCo Partners
and other organizations. The new webpage outlines our policy, guiding principles, and the
procedures and criteria for submission.

View Letters of Support
Request Page
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